“Khi ta & chi la noi dat &
Khi ta di dat da héa tam hén”
(Ché Lan Vién)

Lai mét mua xuadn niva sap dén véi Sai Gon nhdn nhip. Thanh phd ndng déng
nhéat Viét Nam dang khang dinh minh trong khu vc véi sy hdi nhap khéng ngirng
trong kinh t& va van héa. Ngay cang c6 nhiéu ngwdi nwdc ngoai dén sbng va lam
viéc tai thanh phé H6 Chi Minh, mang dén sy da dang séc téc va ngdn ngir, ciing
nhw nhiéu co hdi giao Iwu, hoc hdi 1An nhau. La mét cong ty tw van thiét ké cac cong
trinh cang bién c6 tdm hoat ddng trong va ngoai nwéc, Portcoast da bd sung vao doi
ngl chuy@n mén vén c6 nhiéu tién sy, thac s§, k§ sw tay nghé cao ctia minh ba ky sw
tré ngwdi Myanmar dé tivng buwédc qudc té hda méi trudng lam viéc, tao diéu kién cho
nhan vién s dung tiéng Anh thwong xuyén hon va déng thdi cho ba chang trai
Burma (tén thwdng goi méi cia Myanmar) co héi dwgc lam viéc va thu thap kinh
nghiém & moét dat nwéc dang phat trién va ngay cang tiép can nhirng tién bd moi

nhat trong khoa hoc ky thuat trén thé gidi.

Trod chuyén véi Kyaw Lin Htet, thworng goi than mat 1a Lin, chang toi hiéu thém
vé tdm tw, tinh cdm clia mdt ngudi con xa qué. Pat nwédc anh that ra kha gan gii voi
Viét Nam, va b4t ky nguoi Viét Nam nao tirng xa nha ciing sé& déng cam dwoc voi
ndi nhd ma anh da phai tap séng chung v&i no trong subt 9 thang vira qua. Qué
hwong anh, gan day trai qua nhitng bién cb chinh tri va thién tai, la qudc gia co6 dién
tich I1&n nhat Dong Nam A (676.581 km2), véi dan sé gan 50 triéu ngudi va 135 dan
tdc. Lin la nguwdi Myanmar, dan téc chiém 65% dan sé, gan giébng véi ngwdi Kinh &
Viét Nam. Vé&i dao phat Ia quéc giao (80% ngwdi Myanmar theo Phat Giéo tiéu thira),
Lin tlrng xuéng téc di tu hai lan trong ddi trwdc ndm 20 tudi nhw moi phat tr nam
khac & Myanmar. Tiéng Myanmar (Burmese) la ngén ngir chinh va tiéng Anh ciling

dwoc st dung nhw ngdn nglr hanh chinh & mét vai noi.



Lin cung hai déng huong, cling 1a ban hoc Aung va Myo tét nghiép khoa ky sw
cang bién (Port and Harbor Engineering) dau tién cla trwong dai hoc da dao tao ho
& Myanmar. Puwoc mét cdng ty ctia Hong Kéng chon ¢t di thwe tap ngan han tai Thai
Lan, ba ngwdi ban sau d6 lai dwoc tham gia 6 thang huan luyén & Viét Nam, noi ho
c6 dip biét dén Portcoast. Thoi cai tri cha thudc dia Anh tai Myanmar da dé lai it
nhiéu anh hwéng trong van hoéa va gido duc. Tiéng Anh dwoc gidng day t rat sém,
cong voi chéat lwong tot & bac dai hoc trong mét sé nganh trong diém da thu hat
nhiéu céng ty nwéc ngoai dén tuyén dung sinh vién; ciing nhw Portcoast cé ké hoach
sat cdnh cung sinh vién khoa Ky Thuat Xay Dwng dai hoc Bach Khoa TPHCM. Tuy
tng ¢6 y dinh sang Singapore kiém viéc lam nhw phan Ién tri thiec Myanmar khac,
Lin, Aung va Myo da chip nhan I&i moi cia Portcoast d& dén 1am viéc tai Viét Nam,
tin twéng rang nhirng dw an phia trwéc sé giap ho thlr thach chinh minh va cho ho

nhiéu kinh nghiém quy bau.

D3 quen véi nha & tap thé cta nhan vién Portcoast tai khu Tan Dinh, hang
ngay Lin va hai ddng hwong di lam bang xe bus vi “O Myanmar c6 chay xe may,
nhwng khéng dam chay trén dwéng Sai Gon dau, thdy nguy hiém qua!” Am thuc
Myanmar, chiu anh hwéng ctia An Do, Trung Quéc, va Thai Lan, c6 phan gibng véi
Viét Nam nén ba k§ sw Burma thich nghi kha tét. “Mién c6 com 14 tui nay 6n”, Lin noi.
Ca ba thra nhan khé khan khoéng tranh khdi cta sy bat ddng ngén ngi* nhung rat
phan khéi trwdc sy hé tro hét 1dong ctia Ban 1anh dao va tinh than hop tac cua tap thé
nhan vién tai Portcoast. “Cac déng nghiép Viét Nam rat cb gang giao tiép bang tiéng
Anh v&i chang téi, vai ngudi cling gidi Idm, thinh thodng hoi kho khi gidy to va tai liéu
toan tiéng Viét théi”, Lin chia sé. Chin thang khéng phai 1a thoi gian dai, nhung ba
nhan vién nwéc ngoai dau tién clta Portcoast kha tw hao véi vai cau tiéng Viét 16m
bdm hoc dwoc tir ddng nghiép. “it ra cling phai biét d& goi mon khi di &n che!”, Lin
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Gia dinh Lin & Myanmar c6 cha me va anh trai, em trai Lin thi dang hoc nganh
k§ sw co khi & Singapore. Lin néi lam viéc & Viét Nam ciing da séng vi anh khoéng
phai lo ché &, tién d& danh anh gri v& cho me, ngu®i anh nhé nhét khi xa nha.
Chung t6i choc bang tiéng Anh: “Mama boy, aren’t you?”, Lin gat dau, cwdi khic
khich. “Yes, mama boy!” Gir lién lac v&i gia dinh chi yéu bang internet, phwong tién
me anh khéng quen thudc l1dm va thwdng xuyén gap duong truyén kém bén
Myanmar, tinh cadm cda Lin danh cho me chic hdn dung véi cau néi “Khodng cach
gan nhat khéng phai la mét 16ng tay ma 1a mét nu cudi trong mat khi nghi vé nhau.”
Mat Lin rang r& mot chat tw hao, mét chat xic ddng méi 1an nhac dén nguwdi me &

qué nha.

Lan t&i gdp Lin, Aung va Myo trong cong ty, hdy thtr chao ho bang cau “Min-
ga-la-ba!” (Hello), va “Nei kaun la?” (How are you?) dé thy nu cwdi Burma twoi tan
trén gwong mat ba ky sw tré ctiia Portcoast, va mong rang ho sé cdm thay nhw & nha

trong tinh déng nghiép va tinh ban &m cing vao mua giang sinh va ndm mai nay.
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4 Portcoast’s poem for the Burmese engineers:

Before you came
Burma was just a name
And Myanmar, to us,
Was merely Vietnam’s rival
In a football game
But now in Portcoast
You're part of our team
Though language barrier
Could be tougher than it seems
Dear Aung, Myo, and Lin
We hope you feel at home here,
Wishing you a Merry Christmas,
And a Happy New Year!

Phong Tai Chinh — K& Toan



